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SALIM YOUSSEF — TRIBUTE 

Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (North Metropolitan) [5.51 pm]: Tonight I rise with a heavy heart to advise that yesterday 
we lost a wonderful Western Australian who was a conscientious champion for our community and an indefatigable 
supporter of multiculturalism, Salim Youssef, also known as Sam. A close friend of mine for many years, he passed 
away unexpectedly yesterday while visiting Bali. As I said, it was totally unexpected. 

I got to know Sam when he joined the Labor Party and the Gosnells branch back in 2009. We quickly became 
friends. He rose through the ranks of the branch and later became the president of the branch when I was his branch 
secretary. He was a true Labor stalwart. He campaigned for the Labor Party at each and every state and federal 
election. He would letterbox and doorknock, and staff the pre-poll centres—we all know how long those days 
were—and the election day polling booth. He not only promoted the Labor Party and Labor values, but he also 
encouraged his family and friends to support the Labor Party. 
Sam was a true community person. He loved Western Australia and did everything he could to make his other 
home a better place. He established the Australian Arab Association in 2011, which is fondly known as the AAA 
by his friends. Sam was AAA’s founder and inaugural president. He continued at different times as the president 
of the association. He recently stepped down so that the current president, Motaz Siriya, could take over from him. 
Sam continued to mentor Motaz and provide assistance whenever he could. Under Sam’s leadership, the AAA was 
instrumental in holding the annual Eid-Adha Carnival. It organises this large-scale community event every year, 
except the years that were interrupted by COVID. The last event that Sam organised was the community fun day 
in January this year to celebrate multicultural Australia.  
Sam was also involved in the Rotary club and he worked on the community advisory council at Armadale–Kelmscott 
Memorial Hospital for many years. He was a board member of the United Nations Association of Australia young 
professionals network and also Bendigo Bank Gosnells. He was on the state government’s ministerial multicultural 
advisory committee as a council member. For his contribution, Sam received a City of Gosnells Citizen of the 
Year Award in 2016 and also the WA multicultural Individual Excellence Award in 2013. He was appointed 
a People of Australia ambassador in 2012 and 2014. 
Sam was assiduous, gentle, sincere and caring in nature. He left a huge impression on those around him. He was 
only 53 years of age and was far too young to leave us. It was totally unexpected, and like many of his friends and 
family I was deeply shocked and saddened by his passing. President, we wish to express our deep sympathy to Sam’s 
wife, Ms Amal Chami; his children Natasha, Aicha and Raeyan; his brothers Hassan and Raif; and their families. 
Vale, Sam Youssef. 
The PRESIDENT: I would also like to add my deepest condolences to Sam’s family and his community. Thank 
you, member. 
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